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Mr. TOOMEY and Mr. KERNS 

changed their vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana changed his 

vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded.
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr. 

THORNBERRY). Pursuant to the order of 
the House of Tuesday, February 12, 
2002, it is now in order to consider an 
amendment by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARMEY). 

AMENDMENT NO. 34 OFFERED BY MR. WICKER 
Mr. WICKER. Mr. Chairman, as the 

designee of the majority leader, I offer 
an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The 
Clerk will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 34 offered by Mr. WICKER:
Add at the end of title III the following 

new section:
SEC. 320. BANNING POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS BY ALL IN-
DIVIDUALS NOT CITIZENS OR NA-
TIONALS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Section 319(b)(2) of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971 (2 U.S.C. 441e(b)(2)) is 
amended by striking the period at the end 
and inserting the following: ‘‘, or in the case 
of an election for Federal office, an indi-
vidual who is not a citizen of the United 
States or a national of the United States (as 
defined in section 101(a)(22) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act).’’. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
344, the gentleman from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) and the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) each will con-
trol 10 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER).

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself 31⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. Chairman, this is a simple 
amendment. It closes a loophole in our 
current campaign finance system 
which allows foreign interests to influ-
ence United States elections. It re-
quires that contributions to Federal 
candidates be made by either United 
States citizens or American nationals. 

When discussing this amendment 
with many of my colleagues, Mr. Chair-
man, they have asked me, ‘‘Isn’t that 
already the current law?’’ Unfortu-
nately, Mr. Chairman, it is not the cur-
rent law. And so this amendment is 
being offered and designed to combat 
foreign influence in our elections and 
in our Federal Government. 

The Shays-Meehan campaign regula-
tions bill permits contributions from 

permanent resident aliens. The prob-
lem is this, Mr. Chairman: The Federal 
Election Commission has interpreted 
this exemption to the point where all a 
foreign citizen, a foreign citizen, needs 
is an address in the United States to be 
permitted to make a contribution. This 
alien loophole makes it easier for for-
eign interests to funnel money to 
United States political campaigns. 

Hours ago on this floor of the House, 
my friend the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MEEHAN) mentioned that 
it might take more than one scandal to 
bring a bill to the floor. He mentioned 
several, but one of the scandals he 
mentioned was the contribution of for-
eign nationals to our Federal election 
in 1996. He mentioned that as one of 
the scandals that we had had in the 
United States of America, and indeed it 
was. The American people witnessed in 
the Clinton-Gore campaign a breath-
taking willingness to solicit campaign 
money from noncitizens. It is this 
abuse which my amendment is de-
signed to address. The video of Al Gore 
soliciting money from Buddhist monks 
who had taken a vow of poverty is an 
example of the type of campaign fi-
nance abuses this amendment address-
es. 

This is a serious matter. The fact 
that it is simple in nature does not 
take away from the seriousness of it. 
We are talking about protecting our 
process from campaign contributions 
from China, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, 
wherever, into our system. 

This amendment, has already passed 
this House of Representatives on three 
occasions: once under suspension as a 
freestanding bill and twice as amend-
ments to the Shays-Meehan legisla-
tion. In the 105th Congress, it received 
a vote of 282–126; in the 106th Congress, 
a margin of 242–181. 

On both of those occasions, the 
amendment was adopted, the Shays-
Meehan bill came to final passage, and 
the Shays-Meehan bill was adopted 
overwhelmingly in the House of Rep-
resentatives. So I challenge those of 
my colleagues who have been saying 
throughout the afternoon that this 
amendment is a poison pill amend-
ment. We have adopted three amend-
ments already today which I think 
have improved this legislation. 

This amendment is one that has 
widespread bipartisan support. I urge 
my colleagues to adopt it as they have 
the other three amendments.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself 5 seconds. This amendment 
takes away rights that currently exist. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Mrs. MINK). 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Chairman, I represent well over 
100,000 individuals in my State who are 
legal residents who have come here to 
make a life for their families. 

The Constitution was written by 
some very, very wonderful people who 

made no distinction whatsoever in 
guaranteeing the rights and privileges 
of this country when they wrote the 
word ‘‘persons.’’ They did not say ‘‘citi-
zens.’’ They said ‘‘persons.’’ And the 
courts time and time again have pro-
tected the rights of persons within the 
United States. They have not made any 
discriminations, neither should we, in 
terms of dealing with these people who 
are legally here. 

Twenty thousand legal residents cur-
rently serve in the military. More than 
20 percent of Americans who have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of 
Honor were legal residents. How can we 
deny legal residents the right to care 
about what is happening in this coun-
try? We need to keep them in the polit-
ical process. Do not write them off. 
They are our friends. They are part of 
our community. We should respect the 
work that they do. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. HAYWORTH).

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my friend from Mississippi for 
yielding me this time, and I thank my 
friend from Hawaii for her impassioned 
statement. 

You know, the whole purpose of the 
amendment process is to offer per-
fecting amendments, and indeed, if we 
followed the gentlewoman’s logic, then 
we would allow noncitizens to vote. 
After all, should they not have a voice? 
Indeed, we have seen evidence of that 
in recent election campaigns, just as 
we saw in 1996, Bernard Schwartz, the 
leading contributor to the Democratic 
Party, and his Loral Missile Systems 
give the Communist Chinese guidance 
systems, and our Commander in Chief 
at that time did absolutely nothing. 
And that was an outrage. But we un-
derstand the pop psychology of the left: 
‘‘Oh, gee, it’s just this horrible system. 
I didn’t really mean it. It’s just a hor-
rible system.’’ 

Now, my friends, here is your chance 
to change the system, to say lawful 
citizens can contribute. No more fin-
anciers of Red Pagoda Communist Chi-
nese cigarettes, no more daughters of 
the head of the Chinese equivalent of 
the CIA who showed up in the Oval Of-
fice, no more sham corporations, Chi-
nese shell corporations operated by the 
Red Army of China doing their dirty 
work through soft money to a Clinton-
Gore reelection campaign. 

If you are serious about reform, 
stand up for national security, stand up 
for this perfecting amendment, but I 
know the Orwellian phrase will be, 
somehow this is a poison pill. Yes, I 
guess it is poisonous to disallow en-
emies of this state access to our polit-
ical system. That is so bizarre. 

Shame on those who advocate this. 
Support this amendment. Stand up for 
America. Improve the system. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself 15 seconds. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The 
Committee will be in order. 
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